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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
1951. 


Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  re nor t on  the 
sanitary  conditions  and  the  state  of  the  public  health'  in  the 
Borough  of  Brecon  for  the  year,  1951. 

The  arrangements  of  the  report  is  in 
accordance  with  the  directions  contained  in  Circular  42/51  (Wales) 
issued  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


SECTION  1,  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS . 
Statistical  Summary  for  the  year  1951. 


Area......... 2868  acres. 

Population  (Census  1951). 6466. 

Population  (Estimated  at  Midsummer,  1951) !!.6593i 

Number  of  inhabited  houses*,.. 1636, 

Live  Births  Males*  Females,  Total'  Rat©  por  1000  pop. 

Legitimate.  56,  50.  106,  J 


56.  50.  106.  16.1 

Still  Births.  2.  1.  3,  0.45 

Deaths  from  all  causes  52.  43e  95,  14.4 


Maternal  Deaths. .Nil. 

Deaths  under  1 year... 6,  Rate  per  1000  live  births 56. 


Deaths  from  special  causes 
Infectious  disease....... 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculous  disease 
Cancer. 


Nil. 

..3. 

Nil, 

.10. 


Area. 

The  Borough  of  Brecon,  which  has  an  area  of  2868  acres,  is  a 
County  Town  of  a shire  of  its  own  name,  containing  the  County  Offices 
oi  various  government  departments  and  a large  military  camp  and 
Barracks.  The  town  consists  of  the  parishes  of  St.John* s and  St. Marys 
on  the  north  side  of  the  River  Usk,  these  parishes  being  divided  by 
H1® stheam;  arid  of  the  parish  of  St, David  kno wn  as  St.David's 
cithin  and  also,  more  familiarly  as  Llanfaes,  which  lies  south  of 

U?k  and  eastward  of  the  confluence  of  the  Tarrell  stream 
with  that  river. 

The  two  parts  of  the  town  are  connected  by  an  ancient  stone 
bridge  over  the  Usk, 

The  town  is  agricultural  in  nature  and  farming  is  the  predominant 
occupation  in  the  surrounding  districts. 


Population. 


Census  1931........ 5332, 

Census  1951 6466, 


1942. 194-3 . 1944,  1945.  1946.  1947.  1948.  1949,  1950.  195 / 

587 7 • 5431»  5149.  4926,  4613.  4629,  5515.  5627.  5658,  6562.  6593 
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The  number  of  inhabited  houses  In  the  district  was  1636  giving  an 
average  number  of  4.0  persons  per  house. 


Births. 


Hales . Females . Total.  Rate . % 


1938.  

1939.  

1940 .56.  . 

1941 . « » . • . • • • * • o « o • • « • » .4*7.. 

1942 55,  . 


1943.  . . 

1944.  .. 

1945..  . 

1946.  . . 

1947 . . , 

1948.  . . 

1949.  . , 

1950..  . 
1951.  . . 
England 


• ••000»#« 


42 . . 

51. . 

39.. 

51.. 

43. . 

42.. 

47.. 

49. . 

56. . 


and  Wales, 1951 


52 108 

.«••«...  -t4 ....... ....91. ....... 

49 104 

..49. ., ...... .,91, ....... 

41 92 

........ 34 , . • • . ......73........ 

55 106 

60 103 

.......  .42,  8 4j:.»  ...... 

62 109 

54 ..103 

50. 106 


10.7 

19.2 

19.7 

17.2 

19.1 

17.6 

18.7 

15.8 

22.8 

22.3 
14.8 

19.2 
15.7 
16.1 
15.5 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  birthrate  for  the  year  under  review  was 
higher  than  the  average  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths , 

After  taking  into  account  the  outwardly  and  inwardly 
transferable  deaths  the  net  number  of  deaths  registered  amongst 
residents  of  the  Borough  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


# 

Males, 

Females, 

Total, 

Rate , 

1938, 

1939 . 

1940 

1941 

1942 

i • • • • • # # • 

.......25,.. 

••#••#•• 33 ^ • • » 

• • • o # ♦ • 08 § * 

• ••••#  H o 2 

1944 

■JlO  • • • ••  • • • ••  « # » • • a • • | • M •••••  I t V / 0 • • • • • • • CO#  ( Oi  t I • a « • f lO  | 


1046.  . . 

1947 

1948 . . . 

.29 

. . . .55. . . . 

9.7 

1949 

1950 

1951 

.52 

95. . . . 

. . . .14.4 

England  and  Wales, 1951, 

The  deathrate  for  1951  was  therefore  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  and  considerably  lower  than  the  birthrate. 

Still  Births.  Males.  Females.  Total.  Rate, 


1938  0.7 

1939  0.7 

1940  2 0 2 0.3 

1941  Q 2 2.  0.3 

1942  .2 0 2 ..0.3 

1943.  0 ..5 5..  0.9 

1944.  . . 1 1 ...2 ....0.4 

1945.  1 1.. 2 0.4 

1946 o . 2 2 4 0.86 

1947.  . 2.  . . 1 3 0.60 

1948  % 2..  3 0.5 

1949  1 0 1 0.17 

1950.  .2 ..1. 3 0.45 

1951 2.  1 3 0.45 

England  and  Walds, 1951. ...................................... 0. 36 
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fThe  stillbirth  rate  was  higher  than  the  average  for  the  whole 
f England  and  Wales. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

This  is  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in 
children  of  under  one  year  of  age.  The  rate  Is  calculated  per  1000 
live  births. 

Males . Females , Total,  Rate . 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946. *  3 1, 

1947.  .3 6, 

1948 o . .0, .....  .0, 

1949  3 2, 

1950  0 1, 


9 c c « s « o r 


• O O • • • O 0 O O • © C 


.1, 

.1, 

.6, 

.2 


,3, 

2, 

,0, 

,0, 

,1. 


<)•«••••  • • • 


19ol  o . .....  . ...  ..  .o  . . . 4, 

Engl and  and  Wale  s , 19 5 1 , 


.5. 
.5. 
.1. 
.1. 
.7, 
.3. 
.4. 
.9. 
.0. 
.5. 
.1. 
. 6 . 


90.9 
30,3 
46. 

55. 

.9,6 

10.9 
76, 
41, 
37. 
87. 
.0. 
45. 
.9.7 

56. 
29,6 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  1951  was  higher  than  the  average 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  There  were  4 deaths  in  children 
of  under  4 weeks  old. 

Anal;/~sis  of  causes  of  deaths.  Male s 52 , . Females 43 . 

Males,  Females. 


Tuberculosis,  resoiratory 

Other  infective  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast ......... 

Other  malignant  neoplasms. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

Coronary  disease..... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease... 

Other  heart  disease.... 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

Influenza « . . . 

Pneumonia , , . 

.Dr  oc  h j .tis  j . b . , ..  o .0....  . « .*  .»  « . . .« 
Other  diseases,  respiratory  system. 

Gastritis  

Nephritis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate ............ 

Congenital  malformation 

Other  causes...,,.,. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents. ............... 


..  .1 

. . .1 

. . .2 

...Oc  ..  . 

. . .1 

...7..... 

. . 12 

. . .2 

. . .8.  . . . . 

. . .0 

. . .1 

. . .1 

• • e * c*  • • • 
e o u L a * s c • 

* 9 « 0 o ® j # | 

. ..0. .. . . 

. . .3 

. . .1 

. . .5 

..  .1 

. . .2. 


2. 
0. 
1. 
1. 
5. 
0, 
O • 

3, 

7. 


,.0. 

..2. 


1. 

1 c 

0. 

0. 

3. 

1. 


The  deaths  are  classified  under  the  headings  given  in  the  new 
Abridged  List  of.  Causes  of  Deaths. 


V. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
and  cancer  in  recent  years,  1 

Cancer,  Tuberculosis . 

1939  „ . 

1940.  . 

1941,  , 

1942,  , 

1943 . . 

1944,  . 

1945.  . 

1946.. 

1947 . . 

1948. . 

1949. . 

1950. . 

1951. . 


1 1 1 e gl  t ir.ia  cy , 

, _ ?he  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  as  belonging 

to  Borough  residents  during  1951  amounted  to  nil. 

Maternal  Mortality, 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  which  could 
be  attributed  to  childbirth. 

SECTION  2.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES . 

Zlj.ll10  Health  Officers,  There  was  no  change  in  the  public  health 
f o officers  of  the  Council  during  the  year. 

iir.S. Jinks  remained  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  During  the  year  laboratory  facilities  were 
^ , available  at  Cardiff , Newport , Carmarthen, 

Swansea,  mberystwyth  and  Brecon.  All  water  samples  were  sent  to  the 
Cardiff  laboratory  and  any  Investigation  required  in  the  control  of 
infectious,  disease  was  also  performed  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Cardiff.  Milk  sampling  was  performed  by  the  Cardiff  laboratory, 
whilst  the  Brecon  War  Memorial  Hospital  made  use  of  the  Beck 
Laboratory  Swansea.  The  Cardiff  Laboratory  was  used  for  the  examination 
of  milk  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis. 

Ambulance, Facilities . As  a result  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 

^ o o 1946,  the  County  Council  were  responsible  for 

°he  provision  of  an  ambulance  service  and  made  use  of  the  existing 
o L».  John's  ambulance  for  general  use  while  ambulances  from  Merthyr 
Isolation.  Hospital  conveyed  pa.tients  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  to  hospital. 

Home  Nursing.  Under  the  new  Health  Act,  the  County  Council  is 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  home  nursing 
facilltiesc  The  nurses  previously  partly  employed  by  various  district 
nursing  associations  are  whole  time  employees  of  the  County  Council. 

treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

administered  by  the  County  Council, 

are  helo.  regularly  at  the  V/atton  Chapel  Schoolroom.  Ante-natal  clinics 
and  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments,  immunisation, 
dental  and  eye  defects,  orthopaedic  defects  are  available  at  the 
County  Health  Offices.  These  are  also  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 


• 

.12 

= 

, 13 ..... . ,4. 

.6 1. 

.15 2. 

■ .9, 3. 

.14.  5, 

8.... l. 

.7 6. 

15. 5, 

.5 3. 

10 3. 
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Hospitals . The  hospital  needs  of  the  residents  of  the  Borough, for 
all  diseases  apart  from  infectious  disease, are  provided 

hv  the  Brecon  War  Memorial  Hospital.  . ^ 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  ox  infe ctious ^al^eas 
remains  the  same  as  in  previous  years , Merthyr  Borough  Council  treat 
the  patients  from  the  Borough  suffering  from  infectious  disease  and 
three  are  conveyed  to  Merthyr  in  ambulances  maintained  oy  nerthyr 
Borough  Council. These  arrangements  are  proving  extremely  satisfac  ory, 
For  the  treatment  of  cases  of  smallpox  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  for  beds  to  be  available  at 
the  Penrhys  Hospital, Rhondda. 

Disinfection.  In  the  main  the  methods  used  for  any  disinfection 
required  have  been  fixmigation  and  spraying. 


Se ctlon  5.  Maternity  and 


e services  are  administered 
for  maternity  and  child 
hopaedic  treatment , visual 
s also  made  for  free  and 
upervision  of  midwives, 
mature  and  illegitimate 
County  Council. 


Child  Welfare.  ' 

— ' The 

by  the  County  Council  and  include  clinics 
welfare, immunisat ion, dental  treatment, ort 
defects  and  expectant  mothers . Provision  i 
cheap  rate  milk  and  medicinal  foods. The  s 
child  life  protection  and  the  care  of  pre 
infants  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the 

Section  4.  Sanitary  Circumstances . 

Water  Supply 0 The  Brecon  Borough  water  supply  is  taken  from  a stream 
which  originates  on  the  Brecon  Beacons.Io  taion 
conveyed  to  a large  storage  reservoir  and  then  through  slow  sand 
filters  to  a small  clear  water  chamber. After  this  the  water  xs 
chlorinated. 

(a)  Quantity,  .Normally  the  water  is  fairly  adequate  as  regards^ ^ 

‘quantity  although  some  difficulty  is  always . experienced 
In  supplying  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Borough. The  reservoir  no las 
approximately  2,375,000  gallons .Daily  water  consumption  increase! 
from  343,000  gallons  to  393,000  gallons. This  means  that  the  daily 
consumption  per  head  of  the  population  is  40  gallons. 

(b)  Quality.  The  results  of  water  samples  have  indicated  that, whilst 
the  final  water  after  chlorination  and  as  consumed  m the  norough 
could  be  classified  as  excellent , the  water  before  treatment  could 
only  be  regarded  as  unsatisfactory.lt  is  essential  that  the.aeptn  o. 
sand  in  the  filters  should  not  be  allowed  to  drop  below  a minimum  of 
12  inches. The  provision  of  mechanical  filters  is  essential  and  shoulu 
be  provided  as  soon  as  possible, 

2. Chemical  Examination.  _ 

_ : ■ ~ y0  chemical  examination  of  the  water  was 

made. There  Is  no  evidence  of  plumb o solvent  action  by  the  water. 

]_c)  ^ I red  Supply.  aix  ^ houses  in  the  Borough,  with  the  exception  of 
17  of  those  on  the  extreme  borders  have  a tapped  supply  to  che  house. 
The  17  others  have  their  own  private  supplies. 

Number  of  inspections  of  private  supplies. r* 

Number  of  samples  taken 

New  Water  Scheme,  The  Borough  Council  have  received  from  their 


(d  ) .L.W  . -u—  - , 

Consulting  Engineer  a comprehensive  scheme, which  can  be  developed 
in  five  stages, to  supply  water, even  In  drought  conditions  to  the 


of 


to  the 


Town, This  involves  a new  intake  on  the  Nant  Sere, provision 
pressure  filters  and  ultimately  a new  high  level ^ reservoir , -his 
scheme  would  not  only  prevent  the  serious  conditions  as 
during  the  summer  months  of  lS49,but  would  be  a further 
town  to  develope  It  Into  a holiday  and  residential  centre. The  town 
would  be  provided  with  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  withou 
having  to  rely  upon  chlorination  which  is  not  altogether  a safe  process. 


existed 

benefit 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewage  in  the  Borough  is  treated  by  " 
means  of  downward  filtration  and  the  effluent  finally  passes  into 
the  River  Usk. 


The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  connection 
with  drainage  work 53 # 

Closet  Accomodation,  The  number  of  houses  within  the  Borough 

unconnected  with  the  sewerage  system  was  31. 

Provision  of  Separate  hater  Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  houses  requiring  provision  of  separate  water  closet 

accommodation.  ,4. 

Nunber  of  houses  provided  with  separate  W.C.'s  during  year 2. 

Public  Cleansing.  There  was  no  change  in  the  methods  adopted  for  the 

weekly  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse, 
this  work  being  done  by  the  Council  employees  under  the  supervision 
of  your  Surveyor. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  the  use'  of 
the  incinerator  being  discontinued. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area 

was  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary 

Inspector, Mr, S. Jinks .At  this  juncture  I must  state  that  I am 
indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  figures  and  details  of  his 
work  contained  in  this  repcrt.This  information  has  proved  most 
useful  in  the  preparation  of  this  repci t. 

Nuisances . 


Number  of  complaints  received. lib. 

Number  of  complaints  investigated.  ........  115. 

Number  of  premises  inspected.  . .153. 

Number  of  premises  revisited,  ,169. 

Nimiber  of  preliminary  notices  served... 67. 

for  (a)  Structural  defects........ .53. 

. (b)  Sanitary  defects. 14. 

( c ) Foul  conditions  0. 

Nijmber  of  Statutory  Notices  served..... 57, 


Nuisance  Orders.  One  Nuisance  Order  was  served  upon  complaint  by  the 
Borough  Council  against  an  owner  for  failure  to  comply  with  an 
Abatement  Notice. 


Result  of  Notices  served. 

Number  completed  .54. 

Number  in  hand  of  builder .....13. 


Number  and  type  of  nuisance  abated  by  service  of  notice . 

Dampness  -21, Defective  eaves  t roughing  and  downspouts  -6, Defective 
internal  plastering  -14, Defective  roofs  -7, Defective  floors  -7, 
Defective  doors  and  w indows  -6, Defective  WC  pans  and  cisterns  -10, 
Defective  fireplaces  and  ovens  -4, Defective  drains  -5* 

There  has  been  an  Improvement  in  the  provision  of  building  materials 
this  year, but  large  scale  housing  improvement  is  not  yet  possible. 

It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  in  the  near  future  a concentration 
of  at  least  part  of  the  building  industry  on  improvements  to 
domestic  premises. 


Brecon  Borough  Coi mcil 


V. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings.  It  is  not  considered  that  any  of  the  houses 

in  the  district  are  of  such  a nature  as  to 
require  control  under  "byelaws  made  under  Section  6 of  the  Housing 
mt?  1936. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  distrietc 

Common  Lodging  Houses*  There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the 
Borough  of  Brecon, 


Licensed  Premises , 

Number  of  licensed  premise  s 26 

Number  of  visits  to  such  premises  . . 72 

Number  of  not!  ces  .............  7 


Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  the  provision  of  sufficient 
and  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  and  proper  washing  facilities 
in  licensed  premises.  There  was  a certain  difficulty  to  carry  out 
these  improvements  owing  to  shortage  of  building  labour  and  Material 
r r - r r . . 

Details-  : Provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities . 

I)~ec,  19  31 , Dec,  1950. 

Number  -of  premises  with  separate  sanitary 

a ccomnodati on 22  22 

Number  of  premises  without  separate  sanitary 

accommodation 4 4 

Number  of  premises  with  proper  washing  f acilit ies • 22  0 22 

Number  of  premises  without  proper  washing  facilites4 4 


Shops . 

The  number  of  shops  in  the  district  ......  147 

Number  Of  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ...........  56 

Number  of  notices  served  ■ • , . . 0 

Factories . 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  67 

Number  of  inspections  made  58 

Number  of  notices  served  1 

Camping  sites. 

Number  of  caravans  stationed  and  used  7 

Number  of  licences  to  erect/station  a caravan  granted  ..........  16 

Number  of  inspections  made  by  sanitary  inspector  24 

The  licences  are  Issued  for  a period  of  six  months. 


There  is  also  one  recognised  yard  which  is  mainly  used  by 
caravans  during  the  Statutory  Fairs  of  May  and  November. 

Eradicat ion  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Steps  taken  to  Combat  Infestation. 

All  premises  found  as  a result  of  inspection  or  complaint  to 
be  infested  with  bed  bugs  or  other  vermin  is  treated  with  D.D.T. 
preparations  which  have  been  found  to  be  very  successful,, 


Number  of  premises  inspected  2 

Number  of  premises  disinfested  2 


Rodent  Control.  One  part  time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  who  works 

under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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Details  of  Inspections  cc  Treatments 


Premises 

Business  Dwelling 


Municipal 


Agricultural 


Number  inspected. 135. 

Number  inf es ted, 21. 
a • Ma j or  inf e s tat l ons  © « . < . . . A . 

b, Minor  infestations IV, 

Number  treated < * 


o 


• • • • ft 


369  © 
. 59 ,, 

..1. 

.58. 

.59. 


o t>  a f> 


• © • « 
0 • © * 


• * O » 


6 


• ♦ » 


• © 


4 

1 

3 

4 


• e • • 


• • • • 


o 


13 

.1 

.0 

©1 

.1 


• 

B 


Sewer  Treatment.  During  the  year  one  maintenance  treatment  was 
carried  out.  Details  are  given  below: - 


Number  of  manholes • • 

Number  of  manholes  baited. ...... 

Number  of  prebait  takes, ........ 

Number  of  complete  prebait  takes 


167. 

.92. 

0.7. 

..3. 


As  the  number  of  takes  in  sewer  treatments  has  dropped  to  a very 
small  number  it  has  been  advised  by  the  Infestation  Control 
Division "that  annual  test  baiting  of  10$  of  the  manholes  over  the 
whole  system  should  be  carried  out. 


SECTION  5.  HOUSING. 


1.  Housing 
Applicants 


Need . 
for  Council 


houses.  There  is  still  a definite  demand  for 


housing  accommodation  in  the  Borough. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  apart  from  the  normal  residents  the  demand 
is  increased  due  to  the  fact  that  the  town  is  a military  and 

administrative  centre  for  Government  and  other  department; s. 

Bearing  in  mind,  the  standard  laid  down  y 
Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the 
nnnstion  of  "Housing  Heed"  in  their  Report  Selection  of  Tenants  “ 
with  particular  reference  to  their  standard  for  overcrowding  basid  on 
bedroom  deficiency  the  Council* s waiting  list  showed  the  following 


details 


Type 

of 

A-n*nl  *i  r\£}rvh  - — 

Total 

Residing 

in 

Borough 

From 

Outside 

Borough 

Without  Separate  accommodation, . statutory 
overcrowding,  and  bedroom  deficiency. 

2 

2 

0 

Without  separate  accommodation 
and  bedroom  deficiency. 

59 

57 

2 

Without  separate  accommodation 

30 

26 

Living  in  unfit  house,  bedroom 
deficiency  and  T.B. 

3 

3 

0 

Other  T.B.  Applicants 

1 

1 

Living  in  Unfit  houses  and 
bedroom  deficiency 

20 

19 

1 

Living  in  unfit  houses 

44 

37 

Living  in  other  houses 
and  bedroom  deficiency 

20 

20 

0 

Other  types  of  applicants 

53 

38 

15 

Applicants  for  aged  persons  bungalows 

11 

10 

Total 

243 

213 

Brecon  Borough  Council 


# 
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20  Slum  Clearance.  As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  roport,  the  Council 

will  be  compelled  to  consider  soon  the  question 
of  taking  the  necessary  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  to  demolish 
certain  houses  in  the  Borough.  The  life  of  these  houses  is  extended 
by  continual  "patching"  repairs  and  whilst  they  mfght  be  an 
immediate  blessing  to  those  in  need  of  a home,  they  are  not  only 
detrimental  to  health  but  will  in  the  long  run  add  further  applicants 
to  the  Council’s  waiting  list.  The  occupation  of  these  houses  by  a 
young  couple  is  only  a temporary  relief  for  with  n:iy  increase  in 
family  they  soon  become  overcrowded  and  the  family  requires  rehousing 
A return  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  County  Planning  Department 
indicates  the  quite  high  percentage  of  small  cottages  in  the  Borough# 
The  number  of  habitable  rooms  in  the  Borough  is  as  follows  j- 


Number  of  residences  with  6 and  over  habitable  rooms  472 
Number  of  residences  with  5 and  over  habitable  rooms  548 
Number  of  residences  with  4 and  over  habitable  rooms  324 
Number  of  residences  with  3 and  over  habitable  rooms  271 
Number  of  residences  with  2 and  over  habitable  rooms  12 
Number  of  residences  with  1 and  over  habitable  rooms  1 

Total  1628 


It  might  be  worth  the  Council  considering  a resurvey 
of  the  district  to  find  the  true  position  of  housing  need  and  that 
^ in  future  housing  schemes  consideration  might  be  given  to  rehousing 
persons  from  houses  to  be  condemned# 

Housing  Act  1956/49  - Unfit  Houses . 

Number  of  Houses  on  which  Demolition  Orders  served  1 

Housing  Act  1956/ 49  - Qve r c r o wd i ng . 

Number  of  notices  served  for  abatement  of  overcrowding  1 

ITlt-QfrNQ  Regulation  68  AA  - Licences  for  occupation  of  Condemned  House 
Number  of  houses  occupied  under  Licence  5 

Allocation  of  Houses . 

No  new  houses  were  available  for  letting  during 
tne  year  but  it  was  expected  that  12  houses  would  be  available  early 
in  1952. 

Whilst  dealing  with  the  question  of  allocation  of  houses 
note  has  been  taken  of  what  has  happened  to  the  accommodation  from 
which  persons  have  been  rehoused.  Persons  allocated  houses  fall  into 
ohree  main  groups,  viz  - those  living  with  parents;  living  in  rooms; 
or  tenants  of ^cottages.  Under  these  headings  has  been  summarised  the 
result  of  available  accommodation  from  which  persons  have  been 
rehoused.  The  figures  include  original  lettings  and  relettings  of 
post  war  houses;- 


Type  of  original 
a c c onnoda  t i on 

Result  of  accommodation 

. • 

Re  let 

Sold 

Not  used 

Total 

Living  with  parents 

5 

0 

to 

39 

Living  in  rooms 

8 

0 

5 

JL3 

Living  in  cottages 

35 

9 

2 

46 

TOTAL 


48 


9 


41 


93 
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Post  War  Housing. 

1.  By  Borough  Council, 
iT)  Houses  completed. 

Ffynnon  Dewi  - 64  houses. 

No.  of  4 bedrooms  6 

No.  of  3 bedrooms  52 

No.  of  2 bedrooms  6 

Adelaide  Gardens  - 30  houses. 

No.  of  4 bedrooms  2 

No.  of  3 bedrooms  28 


b)  In  course  of  construction. 
Adelaide  Gardens. 

No,  of  4 bedrooms 
No.  of  3 bedrooms 


-12  houses 

- 2 

-10 


% 


fi)  Pland  prepared. 

Adelaide  Gardens. 

9 Bungalows. 

d)  Fur the r b ulldlng  sites . 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  a 
further  site  which  will  probably  contain  100  houses. 

2,  By  Private  Enterprise. 


Total  number  of  licences  for  dwelling  houses ..35* 

Number  of  houses  completed 34. 

New- houses  under  construction,,.... 1* 

Number  of  licences  for  farmhouses. .....3. 

Number  of  farmhouses  completed. .......3, 

Housing  Act, 1949, 

Number  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grant .2 « 

Number  of  applications  approved, 2* 

Inspections , 

Housing  inspections  by  Sanitary  Inspector 

Number  of  house  to  house  inspections. 78* 

Number  of  visits  to  Council  houses ,.233, 


SECTION  6.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations ,1949 , 


Number  or  registered  dairies  in  Borough... ...6, 

Number  of  distributors  licensed  by  Borough  Council. 6, 

Number  of  producer/distributors  in  Borough,.,.... 2, 

Number  of  produccr/distr ibut or s from  Rural  District 2, 

Total  number  distributing  in  Borough .10, 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations. 

Number  of  dealers  authorised  by  Borough  Council  to  use 
Special  Designation  Tuberculin  Tested. .4. 

Mi3.k  (Special  Des  Ignat  ion)  ( Pasteur  is  ed  & Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations 

Number  oX  dealers  authorised  by  Borough  Council  to  use 


designation  Pasteurised 1« 

Record  of  Inspections. 

Number  of  visits  to  dairies........... ...... .45 , 


* 


1 1/ o Brecon  Borough  Council «, 

Mi 1 k Samp ling  ~ Bacteriological. 

% ‘ ” Milk  is  sampled  regularly  and 

sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff  for  bacteriological 
examination. 


Number  of  samples  taken,..,,..... ,.61, 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory, .53. 

Number  of  samples  uaast...  'f  u t cry, ,8* 

Milk  Sampling  for  Presence  of  T.B,  and  Brucella  Abortus. 

Number  of  samples  taken. .12. 

Number  of  samples  indicating  presence  of  T.B 0. 


Number  of  samples  indicating  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus. 1. 

The  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  was  informed  of  the  above  result. 

Meat r The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughtering  Point  and  the_  Wholesale 

Meat  Supply  Association  Depot  arc  situated  at  the  Councilrs 
Slaughterhouse .Meat  from  this  point  is  supplied  to  the  districts  of 
the  Borough  Council, Hay  U.D.C.  & R.D.C.  and  Brecknock  R.D.C. 

A scheme  to  modernise  and  thereby  increasing  the  slaughtering  and 
hanging  accommodation  at  the  slaughterhouse  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Food .This  point  in  addition  to  the  importance  of 
having  a slaughterhouse  in  a producing  area, should  be  remembered  if 
the  policy  of  centralised  slaughtering  is  to  remain  or  to  be 
extended . 


Meat  Inspection.  Number  of  inspections  by  Sanitary  Inspector .506. 
Animals  killed  and  inspected. 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Killed 

606 

169 

573 

8261 

252 

Dressed  carcases 

5 

3 

0 

81 

11 

Total 

611 

172 

575 

8342 

263 

Moat  Condemnation. 

Percent 

age  of 

killing 

f or  T.B. 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases 
c ondemned 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Percentage 
Pa.rt  carcases 

0.16 

1,1  - 

0 

0 

0 

condemned 

1 

0 

0 

0 

31 

Percentage 

0.16 

0 

0 

0 

11.8 

Organs  condemned 

IS 

19 

0 

0 

1 

Percent  age 

2.6 

11,05 

0 

0 

0.4 

For  other  Diseases 

• 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases 
c ondemned 

3 

10 

11 

61 

2 

Percentage 

0,49 

5 08 

1.9 

0.7 

0.76 

Part  carcases 
condemned 

11 

10 

6 

33 

6 

Percentage 

1.8 

5.8 

1.04 

0,37 

2.28 

Organs 

267 

0 

9 

608 

5 

Slaughter  of  Casur 

1 .ties . 

Cattle 

Cows  Calves  Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and 

inspected 

34 

51  68 

401 

64 

Percentage  of  tot^ 

1 kill 

5.5 

29.6  11.8 

4.8 

24.3 

12/ 
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Mest  Condemned, ■ Cottle  Cows  Calves  Shcop  Pigs 

f or  T0B,’ 


•Whole  car  coses  0 2 

% of  casualty  kill  0 3.96 

Part  carcases  0 0 

% of  casualty  kill  0 0 


0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 5 

0 0 4.7 


For  other  diseases. 


Whole  carcases 
% of  casualty  kill 
Part  carcases 
% of  casualty  kill 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

3 

10 

10 

59"* 

2 

8,8 

19,6 

14.7 

14.7 

3.1 

5 

9 

6 

31 

6 

14.7 

17.6 

8.8 

70  7 

9.3 

The  casualty  figures  indicate;- 


1. The  importance  of  having  a slaughterhouse  available  in  a 
producing  area  for  it  will  be  noticed  that  an  appreciable  o.mount 
of  the  slaughtering  for  this  year  was  the  Slaughtering  of 
Casualties oThis  ensures  a good  percentage  of  sound  meat  for  the 
general  public  and  prevents  a serious  waste  of  the  country's 

meat  supply.  o 

2.  The  higher  percentage  of  condemnation  indicates  the  need  for 

keen  inspection. 


Total  Weight  in  lbs,  condemned. 


f or  T . B . 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases 

688 

710 

0 

0 

0 

Part  carcases 

144 

0 

0 

0 

492 

Organs 

753 

619 

0 

0 

42 

Total  Weight 

1585 

1329 

0 

0 

534 

For  other  diseases. 
Wnole  carcases 
Part  carcases 
Organs 

Total  Weight 


874  3754 

698 

1682 

58 

531  556 

95 

322 

88 

4047 

209 

2078 

69 

9762 

1002 

4082“ 

215 

De t a i le d c o.us  e s f or  c ondemnation  other  than  Tuber culosis_» 


Dise  as  es  „ 


Animals  wholly  or  partly  condemned 
Cattle  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 


Emac iat ion 

Bruising, Broken  Bones 

Dropsical  & fevered 

Abcess 

Septicaemia 

Leukaemia 

Moribund 

Immaturity 

Swine  Erysipelas 

Decomposition 

Jaundice 

Plessblsy 

Uraemia 


10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


9 

7 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 


24 

30 

23 

0 

0 

1 

7 

3 
0 

4 
1 
1 
0 


1 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 


C \p  t \o  e r cus  B ov  is  . 


Cysts  were  found  In  the  massetor  muscles  of 
3 cows  and  5 other  cattle. 


Other  Foods  . ^ ^ 

Number  of  t ins  c ondemned , ****'** npaL 

Number  of  lbs . of  other  foods  condemned . J 2 “ 
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Brecon  Borough  Couno i 1 
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^ Qfcher  Foods  . 

F o on  Pr  e par  at  i on  R o oms  , (Inc  lud  ing  b akch  ous  cs  ) 0 


Number  of  bakehouses  „ „ „ qg  . 

Number  of  inspections  made  60 ! 

Number  of  N ot iocs  s ervod [j] 

c c Cream  Pr emi s e s , 

Number  of  producer  retailers. ,4, 

Number  of  retailers  only.....  *33* 

Number  of  new  regis trat ions  ...3. 

Number  of  inspections  made..., ^37. 


Preserved  Food  Premises. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

sausages  and  preserved  food..,.. 9, 

Number  of  inspections  made  ............  ....79, 

Fish  and  Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops 

lMumoer  or  f ; sn  shops  !.....!.!.*!!!!!!!!  *5  * 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...» 51. 

Hand 11 ng , Wr  a pp Ing  etc. , of  Foods . 

(a)  Byelaws . 

Made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act, 1938 
were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  came  into  operation 
on  the  3 0th, April  1951, 

( b ) Cloan  Food  Campaigns . 

~ The  Sanitary  Inspector  addressed  the  Brecon  Chamber  oi 
Trade  with  the  object  of  interesting  that  Chamber  in  the  formation 
of  a Guild ,No thing  has  yet  boon  done  on  these  lincs.lt  is  felt  that 
active  cooperation  between  local  traders  and  the  Sanitary  Authority 
can  do  much  in  promoting  bettor  hygienic  conditions  in  food  shops, 
and  it  is  urged  that  this  object  bo  pursued. 

S c c 1 1 on 7o  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease . 

The  .following  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  were 
reported  to  me  during  the  year:- 


influenzal  Pneumonia 1c as e ♦ 

Scarlet  Fever  lease  . 

Measles.. . .76cnses  . 

Cerebrospinal  Fevor  „ .lease  . 


Only  the  cose  of  cerebrospinal  fever  Was  removed  to  hospital. 


Number  of  cases  investigated  by  sanitary  inspector,; e.2. 

Number  of  disinfections  including  those  required 

.1  or  tub  er  cui  os  is«« , , . s». ....... ........  6. 


V c n c- r e a j . D 1 3 c-  a s e » c The  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the 

General  and  Eye  Hospital, Swansea  for  the  treatment 
of  these  cases.  The  tracing  of  contacts  and  the  following  up  of 
defaulters  Is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 


14/  o Br  e c on  Bor  ough  C ounc.  1 1 

Tuberculosis*  The  following  details  show  the  position  as  rogaA s 
tuberculosis  in.  recent  bycar s . 


Number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  commencement  of  year ,.37, 

Number  of  fresh  cases  added  during  the  year. 11, 

Number  of  cases  removed  as  "disease  arrested".....,....,.., 1. 

Number ' of  cases  removed  as  left  the  district. 3. 

Number  of  deaths  in  year « • 

Number  of  cases  left  on  register  at  end  of  year, 41. 


The  number  of  notifications  in  recent  years  is  shown  below, 

194-1 9 1942,  1945,  1944,  1945.  1946,  1917.  1948.  1949.1950,  l.?_51, 

14.  7.  .12.  11.  12.  10.  7.  11.  8.  13.  H* 


Diphtheria  Immunisation.  As  a result  of  the  National  Health  Service 
“ ' Act, 1946, the  County  Council  arc  responsible 

for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria  and  ac tails  for 
the  district  will  be  found  in  the  annual  report  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer, 


No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 


In  the  proper  at  ion  of  this  report  I have  endeavoured  to  deal 
briefly"" with  all  matters  within  my  responsibility  regarding  public 
health  and  preventive  medicine  and  I have  included  all  the  subjects 
specifically  asked  for  by  the  Welsh  Boa.pd  of  Health. 


Yours  faithfully? 


T ,C .R, George, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


